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Dear Friends,

This fall, something special happened at the Center.

It was a quiet, cold, shoulder-season evening in Crested 

Bu!e—normally the kind of night you’d stay in. But in 

the Steddy Theater, practically the whole town had 

shown up. Toddlers, teens, and parents packed the room 

for Taylor Nation, a Taylor Swi" tribute show and a 

fundraiser for the Crested Bu!e Community School PTA. 

Sequins and gli!er were everywhere. A group of 

12-year-old girls in the front row screamed, sang every 

lyric, and traded friendship bracelets like they were 

seeing the real deal.

It was electric. And it wasn’t just a concert—it was a 

moment. One of those “only in Crested Bu!e” moments 

where the arts bring people together and turn the 

ordinary into the unforge!able.

That’s what we do at the Center.

We create space for everyone. A space to laugh, connect, 

learn something new... or just let loose. In 2024, our team 

helped make nearly 300 different events happen. Our 

building was in use 327 days. We partnered with nearly 

40 local nonprofits. We welcomed the seasoned artists, 

the total beginners, the curious kids, and the dedicated 

supporters who have our back. And we did it all with the 

grounded, welcoming, sparkly spirit that makes the 

Center what it is.

Our mission is simple: the Center is here to provide 

uniquely Crested Bu!e experiences in a welcoming and 

engaging space. In other words, we’re here to help you 

make memories with your family, your neighbors, and 

your community.

We’re grateful for every artist, guest, volunteer, donor, 

and partner who helped make 2024 such a standout 

year. We can’t wait to keep the momentum going in 2025 

and beyond.

With heartfelt thanks,

A message

Jillian Liebl
Executive Director

Bill Carter
Board President
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Community partners
held almost 70 events at the Center,

ranging from fundraisers to dance parties

nearly 70,000
arts experiences

The Center provided

In 2024..
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Our Goal
The Center strives to enrich and engage our 

community by fostering artistic expression 

and cultural experiences in the Gunnison 

Valley. Our vibrant facility, diverse 

programs, and community outreach provide 

common ground and a gathering space for 

residents and visitors alike to experience 

arts and culture together.

President Bill Carter

Vice President Sco! King

Secretary Adele Broughton

Treasurer Bob Valentine

Margery Feldberg

Kiley Flint

Becky Frey

Lang Ingalls

Drew Kumpuris

Bev Lueckemeyer

Julie McNeill

Leigh Mundy

Bill Peatross

Arvin Ramgoolam

Sam Robards

Barbara Rosenbla!

Tara Schoedinger

Janet Farmer, member ex officio

2024 Board of Directors

Our Mission
Enriching our community through arts and cultural experiences 
for everyone.

About us
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In 2024, we rolled out picnic blankets, popped open camp chairs, and 

cranked up the good vibes for the 32nd season of Alpenglow, free live 

music in Town Park every Monday night all summer long.

Alpenglow is more than a concert series. It’s a Crested Bu!e ritual. Locals, 

visitors, extended families, and dance-floor regulars all come together to 

soak up the music, the mountains, and each other.

With nine summer evenings of music under the open sky each year, 

Alpenglow is a summer highlight—and a major community effort. Each 

year, we raise over $100,000 to cover artist fees, travel, staffing, and 

everything else it takes to keep this party going.

A 32-year tradition, Alpenglow is free for everyone and keeps the summer 

vibes flowing, but it only works because everyone pitches in.

Your favorite Mondays
Special thanks to our 2024 
Alpenglow underwriters, 
including:

Ginny and Randy Bailey, 

Benchmark Mortgage, 

Bluebird Real Estate, 

Gunnison Valley Health 

Foundation, Blake Hawk, Julie 

and Andy McNeill, Friends of 

David Miclette, Bill Peatross, 

Gail and Kip Richards, SHM 

Architects, SRSI, and Jim and 

Beth Stormont.
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285
concerts and events hosted

free
events

40 hours 
of after school dance and arts classes per 

week during the school year
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Looking back
In 2024, the Center hosted over 285 concerts and events, 40 rehearsals, and 1,255 dance classes for a total of nearly 

70,000 arts experiences. From live music and community gatherings to art shows and cultural celebrations, every 

moment reflected our deep commitment to fostering creativity, connection, and joy. Together, we celebrated the spirit 

of the arts and the vibrant mountain community we call home. Here's to an inspiring year—and an even more exciting 

one ahead!



Meet Natalie Pfister Riha:
Crafting a welcoming, wildly creative 
Center for all.

“The arts are for everyone—and 
the Center should be the beating 
heart of that idea in this valley.”

Natalie Pfister Riha knows how to throw a party, but 

more importantly, she knows how to build a community.

A Crested Bu!e native with deep roots in food, wine, 

and hospitality, Natalie officially stepped into the role of 

Program Director in February 2025 a"er organizing a 

wildly successful Wine and Food Festival and debuting 

fresh new events like the Winter Wine Series and the 

Cookbook Club in 2024. Known for her grounded 

leadership and stylish flair, she brings a sharp eye for 

detail, a deep respect for local culture, and a personal 

commitment to inclusivity.

Looking forward Natalie’s programming vision centers around one core 

belief: The Center should feel like home for everyone. 

That means more multi-generational events, stronger 

local collaborations, and a playful, creative spirit that 

doesn’t take itself too seriously. Whether it’s a family 

movie night, a DJ set that brings together teens and 

dance moms, or a workshop where local chefs and 

artists collide, Natalie’s goal is to create “unexpected, 

unforge!able” experiences that reflect the rhythm of life 

in Crested Bu!e.

She’s also focused on lowering barriers— financial, 

social, or cultural—to make sure all parts of our 

community feel welcome. Her programming strategy 

prioritizes accessible pricing, community-driven 

partnerships, and events that bring full-time and 

part-time residents together.

As Natalie puts it, “The arts are for everyone —and the 

Center should be the beating heart of that idea in this 

valley.”

With Natalie at the helm of our programming, expect 

the unexpected, and expect to feel at home while you’re 

here.
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1987
A passionate group of local residents transformed the 
old county maintenance garage into a 6,000-square-foot 
Center for the Arts with an intimate, 200-seat theater.

2013
The Center began hosting the Crested Butte Wine 
+ Food Festival, a summer staple in the valley 
since 2008.

1992
The inaugural Alpenglow free summer 
concert series was hosted at the Depot.

Our history

2017
The Center officially broke ground on a new 
community arts facility, which had been a dream over 
20 years in the making.

2019
In December, the new 30,000-square-foot, $20 million Center 
for the Arts was officially opened. The facility includes a 
300-seat theater, two multi-use classrooms, two dance studios, 
and a gallery.
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What you give is what you see. Contributions match 
programming costs almost exactly.

Financial highlights
November 1, 2023 - October 31,2024

Total
Revenue $3,238,673
Total 
Expenditures $3,192,909

Revenue Breakdown
Contributions — $2,031,450

Ticket + Bar Sales — $806,040

Rental Fees — $224,078

Grants — $68,219

Other — $108,886

Expenditure Breakdown
Programming — $2,056,264

Administrative + General — $665,548

Building Maintenance — $287,851

Fundraising — $183,246
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Nonprofit partner highlights

Crested Butte School of Danceʼs
Nutcracker [Rated CB]

KBUTʼs Disco Inferno

Public Policy Forum

Crested Butte Film Festival

Firebird Theatre's Rocky Horror Picture Show

Kissidugu Foundationʼs 
Performance + Kids Camps
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CB School of Dance
Hosted nearly 1,000 dance classes at the Center in 2024 plus eight sold-out performances 
in the Steddy Theater.  

KBUT Radio
Over 800 patrons, young and old, danced their hearts out at KBUT’s annual Disco 
Inferno fundraiser.

The Kissidugu Foundation
Provided youth cultural arts programming, community dance classes, and a theater 
performance featuring world-renowned West African artists.

CB Community School PTA 
An incredible community turnout for the Taylor Nation tribute concert raised $4,000 for 
the PTA.

CB Nordic 
Held a screening of Kikkan, featuring a meet-and-greet with Olympic Champion Nordic 
Skier Kikkan Randall, to enhance Alley Loop race weekend.

CB State of Mind 
Hosted a screening of The Paradise Paradox with a panel discussion to support 
community members dealing with mental health issues.

Firebird Theatre 
The Center co-produced a raucous shadowcast production of The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show with this brand new community theatre company.

Gunnison Tough 
CBCS high school students heard their original lyrics put to music by renowned 
Nashville songwriters as part of the Gunnison Tough winter concert series.

The Center 

collaborates with 

nearly 40 local 

organizations, 

amplifying their 

work and sharing 

resources to help 

our community 

thrive.
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Our supporters

Carmen and Craig Alexander

Mary and Richard Allen

Anonymous

Ginny and Randy Bailey

Dr. John and Emily Bruno

Lenni and Bill Burke

Barbi and Sco! Cohen

Jesse and Dave Ebner

Becky Frey Real Estate

Margery Feldberg and Dr. Jeremy Levin

The Fre!hold Family

Shannon and Chip Fudge

Marilyn and Rob Gentry

Robin and Hays Glover & Family

Daphne and Frank Goldsberry

Beverly Griffith

Dr. John and Margie Haley

Blake Hawk

Cathey and Don Humphreys

The Jobar Foundation of the Benisch Family

The Blake Hawk Family
Bob Valentine and Steve Bolton
Elk Avenue Food and Beverage
The Feldberg Family
The Hermanson Family
Julie and Andy McNeill
Bonnie and David Weekley

Carmen and Craig Alexander
Lenni and Bill Burke
Monica and Bill Carter
Lisa Gidday
C L Ingalls
Anne Lamkin Kinder
Kathryn and Luke Kissam

MetRec
Susan and Mike Padon
Bill Peatross
Mary and Tim Rooney
Barbara and Randy Rosenbla!

Jay Jones

Rick Jungers and Martha Churchill

Anne Lamkin Kinder

Kathryn and Sco! King

Kathryn and Luke Kissam

The Jack R. LaDue Family

Denise and Todd Liebl

Carol Ann May

Noel and Robert McCarter

Julie and Andy McNeill

Barbara and Randy Rosenbla!

The Saperstein Family

Dr. Christianne Schoedel and John Segal

Faith Spitz and Garre! Smith

The Stangl/Deutscher Family

Beth and Jim Stormont

Anthony and Randi Stroh

Venise and Larry Stuart

Bob Valentine and Steve Bolton

Bonnie and David Weekley

Thank you to our Front Row members and donors for 
supporting the arts in our community.

Front Row Members
The Front Row is a group of people who share a deep connection to the Center for the Arts and want to support 

the mission of the Center long-term. With a $100,000 pledge paid over up to 10 years, Front Row members 

ensure the future vitality of arts and culture in Crested Butte.

Donors

$50,000+

November 1,2023 - October 31,2024

$25,000-$49,999

Mary and Richard Allen
Anonymous 
Anonymous
Hillary and Ma!hew Archer
Ginny and Randy Bailey
Becky Frey Real Estate
Joel M. Benisch
Linda and Thomas Biery
Bluebird Real Estate
Ginny and Gilbert Burciaga

Catherine and Stephen Carrigan
Chris Kopf Real Estate
Rick Jungers and Martha Churchill
Diane and Rick Clark
Barbi and Sco! Cohen
Rosalind and Hal Cook
Karen Atha Dunn
Jesse and Dave Ebner
The Fre!hold Family
Shannon and Chip Fudge
Marilyn and Rob Gentry
Robin and Hays Glover
Gunnison/Crested Bu!e Tourism Association
Gunnison Valley Health Foundation
Margie and John Haley
Michelle and Robert Hobbs
Marina and Bruce Jefferis

$10,000-$24,999
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Academy Place
Miss and Kevin Adams
Lauren and Adam Allen
Leslie Annand
Kathy and Clif Barnhart
Mary Nell and Mike Bea!y
Robert Berris
Diane and Stan Bienasz
Be!y and Jim Boon
Tracy and Teresa Boyer

Adele Broughton
Roberta and Gary Brownlee
Emily and John Bruno
Snow and Eric Burns
Traci and Michael Busse/Garlic Mike's
CB Custom Closets
Clark's Market
Coldwell Banker Mountain Properties
Karen and Gus Comiskey
Community Banks of Colorado
Community Foundation of the Gunnison 
   Valley
Stephen Cowel
Camille Cox
Cathy and Peter Dea
Amy and Michael Deane
Jeri and John DeFeo
Kim and Stephen Doering
Aimee and Mitch Dryer
Stephanie and Luke Duffield
Dorothy and Norman Eastwood
Catherine Popper and Noah Eckhouse
Emily Gaynor Rothman Fund for Dance at 
   the Community Foundation of the 
   Gunnison Valley
Dora Jane and Greg Flesher
Jennifer Rhatigan and Steve Frick
Lynn and Gil Friedlander
Charles Gale
Nina and Chris Gallagher
Kay Gentry
Viktoria and Ma! Gerzeny
Robert Haley
Celina and Russ Harrison
Anne Hausler
Donald Haver
Angela and Todd Hegstrom
Ann and Dewain Hill
Jennifer and Mark Hoesterey
Holbrook Lawson and Rick Holder
Patricia Holmes
Sally Holt
Christy and Tim Hooper
Mary Gwen and Ben Hulsey
Marlene Jaffe
Wilson and Robert Johnson
Sarah Keene
Wendy and Mavis Kelsey
Gloria and Ren Kern
Vicki Unger and David Kopitz
Anjuli Koshall and Frank Kumpuris
Imaber LLC
Marjorie Locker
Beverly and Chuck Lueckemeyer
Leslie and Russ MacDonald
Susie and Jim MacLean
Chuck McGinnis
Barbie Adams and David McKenney
Desiree and David Miller
Trilby Carriker and Z Miller
Rachael and William Miller
Libby and Walt Mountford

Seth Nova! and Priscilla Natkins
Clare and George Nelson
Shari and Russell Newhouse
Peak Property Management
Ann and Terry Radney
Jennifer Eple! Reilly and Sean E. Reilly
The Rodman Fund at the Community 
   Foundation of the Gunnison Valley
Elizabeth Roistacher
The Runner Family
Mary and Steve Sallman
Kate Schmidt
Shondeck Financial Services & Insurance
Elizabeth and Bart Showalter
John Kozyak and Barbara Silverman
Shelly and Kevin Smar!
Caroline McLean and Frank Stern
Kim Todd
Lisa and John Tully
Carol and Andy Vickery
Susan Toepfer and Bryan Wells
West Elk Property Management
Wright Angle Construction
Ted Wylie
Karen Young

$1,000-$4,999

Tony Barnard and Rick Barnhart
Linda and Sanders Benkwith
Debbie and Justin Bono
Mickie and Jeff Bragalone
Captain Bob Morris Fund
Colorado Creative Industries
Debra and Sco! Duncan
Beverly Griffith
Tom Heine
The Helios Foundation
Becky and Brian Henley
Kay and Jim Hibbe!s
Yne!e and Jim Hogue
Cathey and Don Humphreys
Jay Jones
Kathy and Michael Keig
Elizabeth and Gary Keiser
LIV Sotheby's International Realty
Kelli and Chris Maguire
Leslie and Keith Morley
Mountain Spirits Liquors
Jennifer and Bart Reed
Jill Robbins
Stephanie Seymour
SHM Architects
Jeffrey Stevenson
Suzanne and Bill Sullivan
Town of Crested Bu!e

$5,000-$9,999

Annie and Jason Amrich
Gretchen and David Anderson
Anne!e Avery
Sue and Fred Berry
Deborah and Larry Brannian
Meg and Jeff Brethauer
Helen Caudle
Jane and Jerry Clark
Adonia and Kevin Cokinos
Ann Cook
Susie and Reggie Coon
Crested Bu!e Ace Hardware
Marla Hutchison Crocke! and Bruce 
   Crocke!
Shirley and Stuart Crow
Layla and Ed Cyster
D. Douglas Brothers and Lynne M. Rupp      
   Charitable Fund
Rachael and Jim Deer
Sam Degenhard
Jackie and Dave Desposato
Lori Divine-Hudson
Marie and Dave Dolan
Chris Eissinger
Tom Evans
Janet R. Farmer
Theo Polan and Steven Feis
Melissa and Alex Fenlon
Kiley Flint
Robert Fowler
Nikki and Dustin Gaspari
Sally and Chris Hensley
TJ Koehler and Hank Herndon
Mary and John Jones
Nick Klaus

$250-$999

Kathryn and Sco! King
Nancy and Drew Kumpuris
Rick LaDue
Denise and Todd Liebl
Carol Ann May
Noel and Robert McCarter
The Pine Tree Foundation
Gail and Kip Richards
Anne and William Ronai
The Saperstein Family
Ruth Turnquist Carver and Jim Schmidt
The Be!y T. & David M. Schneider Foundation
Dr. Christianne Schoedel and John Segal
Faith Spitz and Garre! Smith
Slate River Systems Inc.
Stangl/Deutscher Family
Beth and Jim Stormont
Randi and Anthony Stroh
Venise and Larry Stuart

$10,000-$24,999 cont'd
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Kathleen Laurini
Carol and Mark Lester
Andrew Vernard Brown and Donna C.    
   Madafferi
Mark and Sarah Kaufman Fund, as a
   component of Madison Community 
   Foundation
Julie Marshall
Maggie and Tem McElroy
The Merchant Store
The Meyer Family
Melanie Renee Miller
Nancy Miller
Kelli and Chris Mize
Mary and Kevin Murphy
Amy and Chris Nichols
Sue Oates
Peggie and Kyle Pentecost
Nicole and Mark Pi%o
Kevin Preloger
Bonnie Priest
Chris Ray
Carolyn and Bill Reimer
Lo!e and Kevin Roache
Faye Rogers
Sheila Salem
Julie and Tony Sanchez
Lila and Robert Sessums
Myrna and Chris Shonk
Betsy and Craig Soos
Sarah Stormont
Drew and John Stull
Mark Trautman
Dian VanDeMark
Lynne and Ralph Veerman
Tammy Verberg
Richard Vila
Laura and Robert Walls
Steve Watson
Laura and Michael Werner
Julie and David Winn
Kerry and Fitzgerald Young

$250-$999 cont'd

Barbara Amstutz
Casara Andre
Kaitlyn Archambault
William Bain
Tad Barnes
Paul Barney
Danielle Beamer
Patricia Harrington and Michael Bell
RC Benson
Jennifer Bickford
Lorenzo Bonvicini
Allen Brady
Sue Bra!on
Bill Braunig
Donald Bravo
Renee Brekke-Ebbo!

Ma! Broadbent
Beth Buehler
Jeffrey Halle! and Debra Cameron
Vivian and Sco! Caven
Theresa and Dave Clayton
Pamela and Evans Clements
Taylor Cone
Ted Conover
Emily Cook
Marj and Chuck Coughlin
Kathy Cox
Glo Cunningham
Suzanne Curle
Paul Davis
Alice and Robbin Dawson
Jennifer Dieterman
Susan and Paul Doak
Brandon Dorsey
Allison and Mark Drucker
Joyce Dudley
James Dumont
Warren Dunbar
Katherine Edwards
Bet Egelhoff
Susan and Mark Elmenhorst
Brenne Etzel
Julie!e Eymere
The Field Family
Jacqueline A. Florig
KT Folz
Jenn Fortin
James Foster
LaDonna and Andre Garcia
Timothy Garvey
Mel Glasgow
Candace Glazer
Laurie and Michael Go!lieb
Mark Graffagnini
Trent Grinkmeyer
Jillian Grzeskiewicz
Zach Guy
Mary Elizabeth Harbold
Lyda Hardy
Kathleen Harrington
Betsy Heartfield
Charlo!e Henneman
Ilona Hogan
Justin Holland
Debbie Holmes
Deborah Howell
Kathryn and Bre! Hubert
Eileen and Jack Hughes
Jennifer Hutchison
Cathy Hutyon
Shelley Hyde
Karen and Tom Jensen
Wendy Johnson
The Johnson Family
Nick Jorenby
Laura Kaulike
Ruth Keene
Craig Kesselman

Jeanne!e Le
Emily Leclair
David Leinsdorf
Adam Long
Olivia Lueckemeyer
Tiffany Luedtke
Nan and Sam Lumb
Kim Lyons
Mariel Mayer
Alec McDougall
Rachael Miller
Nicholas Monck
Donna and John Mullins
Mark Nagy
Becky and Bruce Nation
Linda and Gregory Neuner
Christine Newman
Kim and Paul Nixon
Julie Parsons and Frank Nowell
Megan Paden
Rewk Pa!en
Carolyn Paul
Sandra Cortner and Greg Payne
Leslie Perrot
Mary and Robert Pickering
Joe Wawro and Christiane Ploch
Wallace Pond
Olivia and Thomas Popplewell
Jay Pozner
Sco! Desmarais and Gabi Prochaska
Elizabeth Rademacher
Alexie Ramos
Kathy Reid
Tanner Rein
Roberta and George Reinhardt
Ofra Reynolds
Sidsel and Sam Robards
Mikael Roth
Donna Rozman
Valeda Scribner
Lynn Sikkink
Skidmore College
Carol Blitz Smith
Debra Sporcich
Andrew Stevenson
Sherry and Keith Stieduhar
Patrice and Eric Streicher
Theresa Mercier and Mark Tardiff
Carson and John Taylor
Pamela Taylor
Shary Templeton
Heather Thomson
Brent Toepper
Elizabeth Train
Katherine Ann and Sco! Tro!er
Laura and Michael Villanueva
Nancy Vogel
Donna and Tom Walker
Connie Warren
Chad Wellman
Mick Wiedrick
Michael Wild

$1-$249
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Community Partner Organizations

5280 Magazine
Acli-Mate Formulations
Allison White Photography
Alpenglow Events
Alpine Express
Alpine Getaways
Crested Bu!e Clay Studio
Dar Chocolate
Eco Products
Elk Avenue Food & Beverage
Graza
Inner Mountain Distributor
Irongate Group
Leafware
Old Town Inn
Oryx Desert Salt
Owens Property Management
Solo Stove
Torrey House Press
Townie Books & Rumors Coffee & Tea 
   House
Vail Resorts Epic Promise

Artists of Crested Bu!e
Community Foundation of the Gunnison 
   Valley
Crested Bu!e Avalanche Center
Crested Bu!e Community School
Crested Bu!e Community School 
   Enrichment Program
Crested Bu!e Community School PTA
Crested Bu!e Devo
Crested Bu!e Film Festival
Crested Bu!e Land Trust
Crested Bu!e Nordic
Crested Bu!e School of Dance
Crested Bu!e Search and Rescue
Crested Bu!e Ski Patrol
Crested Bu!e Snowsports Foundation
Crested Bu!e State of Mind
Crested Bu!e Wildflower Festival
Firebird Theatre
Gunnison County
Gunnison Tough
Gunnison Valley Health
Gunnison Valley Musicians' Association
Gunnison Watershed School District
KBUT Radio
Kissidugu Foundation
MetRec
Oh Be Joyful Church
Paradise Place Preschool
Project Hope
Public Policy Forum of Crested Bu!e
Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory
Six Points
Stepping Stones Childrens' Center
Tourism and Prosperity Partnership
Town of Crested Bu!e
Trailhead Childrens' Museum
Western Colorado University
Wild Hare Dance

In-Kind

Willa and Jordan Williford
Hank Windmoeller
Neil Windsor
Jill and Craig Wingrove
Nanci Wi!en
Joseph Wolff
Jill Wolfson
Jack Wright
Karin Wynn
Susan and Joe Ziluca

$1-$250 cont'd

We strive to ensure the accuracy of all donor names, reconition preferences, and gift 
amounts. If you notice an error, please accept our sincere apologies and contact us so 
we can make the correction. Thank you for supporting the arts in Crested Butte! For 
updates, please email us at development@crestedbuttearts.org  
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Because we are a 501(c)(3) non-profit (EIN 74-2451146), your gift is 

tax-deductible. Gifts from Colorado taxpayers may be eligible for a 25% 

Enterprise Zone Tax Credit on your state income taxes.

Center for the Arts | 606 Sixth Street | PO Box 1819

Crested Butte, CO | 81224 | 970.349.7487 | crestedbuttearts.org

DONATE

TODAY


